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SCHOLARSHIPS

The purpose of a scholarship is to afford people with intellectual disability and/or autism in the community the ability to be included as a Special Olympics athlete within their chosen club and sport of choice. Eight scholarships are available every calendar year to support the growth of Special Olympics and encourage greater participation as we truly value what the program will bring to those who are limited in accessibility. 
The scholarships have been created for people that are experiencing financial hardship and need support to get involved with Special Olympics in the first instance. The involvement with Special Olympics in a broader scale will provide community connections and support, friendships, exercise through sport and teamwork, challenge and engagement. These necessary social skills and support networks will assist in greater encouragement, direction and growth for the athlete in various aspects of their overall wellbeing. 

What is Covered:

· Two Years Special Olympics Registration Fee 
· Club Polo Shirt
· Sport Equipment or attire to aid in equitable participation (if required) for nominated sport by negotiation (ie basketball shoes/tennis racquet/bathers etc)
· Transport (to and from), accommodation and entry fee for the State Game
Scholarship Value: Approximately $650

Timeframe: 

Two years allows for time to adjust, engage, enjoy and form a foundation of support. This time also provides for financial advice to be sought and club support with hardship and payment plans moving past the two-year timeframe. The timeframe is agreed upon application and set at 2 years. Financial guidance referrals are provided at the time of application to assist the athlete in remaining engaged past the two-year milestone. 
A check in with athletes who have a scholarship with LETR will be made at the 12-month point, this will include engagement with the club to discuss a plan forward well in advance of the two-year milestone. 
All applications, financial referrals and club interaction will be completed in the strictest of confidence to protect the dignity of the athlete. The responsibility of this function sits with the President of LETR VIC. 

Who Can Apply? 

Any person who meets the Special Olympics participation criteria of having an intellectual disability and/or autism and,  
· Is not covered by NDIS for participation and/or,
· Cannot afford to pay the registration fee and associated costs up front and,
· Cannot immediately commence hardship payment plan with ease 
How Do I Apply: 

· Complete the attached application form 
· Visit the Special Olympics Victoria website to review sports and clubs that are available to you in your local area. Contact details are on the website. Decide what sport and club you would like to join. (Consider transport/accessibility and what you will require to successfully participate such as equipment/uniform etc)
· Email the completed application form to LETR VIC: secretary@torchrun.org.au for review. You will receive a reply to acknowledge receipt of the application. 
· You will be invited to have a confidential conversation with the President of LETR surrounding your hardship so that details can be obtained of your situation, and a plan can be organised for the best steps forward to support you. 
When Do Scholarships Open? 
Scholarships open on the 1st of January every calendar year. Prospective athletes will be advised on the 30th of January as to whether their application is successful. 
If you are not successful, a plan will be discussed with you to enable you to reapply or be linked into a club who can offer further support via a Special Olympics payment plan. 
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