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LETR Financial Hardship Policy and Procedure:
Policy Statement: 
Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) Victoria supports the Special Olympics Inc principle that “every person with an intellectual disability who meets the eligibility requirements should have the opportunity to participate and benefit from the sports training and athletic competition programs offered by Special Olympics”.
Those who face financial hardship barriers to participation in Special Olympics programs will be supported in one of three ways- 
· Financial Hardship Payment Plan organised and administered direct via the sports club under the Special Olympics Hardship Policy;
· LETR Scholarship Program; or
· LETR Hardship Policy and Procedure
Additional access to support and financial assistance through a referral will also be discussed with those if applicable and if consent is provided. This can be organised by LETR for the individual. 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this policy is to achieve the objectives of:
· Supporting athletes experiencing financial hardship to access support
· Ensuring LETR committee members are empathetic and practical in hardship assessment
· Provide a consistent and fair assessment 
Scope:
The policy is applicable to all athletes of Special Olympics Victoria who are experiencing financial hardship and who have explored all alternate options as outlined above. 
Definitions:
Financial hardship is defined as a situation where an athlete wants to pay and is financially unable to do so and where a payment plan or scholarship is not an appropriate option.
Competition is defined as any sports competition attached to Special Olympics Victoria. Competition financial access is not covered by the LETR Hardship Policy. 




Responsibilities: 
The Executive Committee is responsible for ensuring LETR Victoria understands and is supported effectively to comply with the policy and procedure. 
Special Olympics Inc staff and volunteers are primarily responsible for assisting athletes with hardship options and should consult with LETR Victoria if the Special Olympics Financial Hardship Policy is not a viable option. 
Procedure: 
· Complete attached LETR Financial Hardship Application Form
· Athlete or club to contact the Business Manager for LETR Victoria to advise of hardship being experienced Email: secretary@torchrun.org.au
· Business Manager will engage with President of LETR Victoria to discuss options and determine whether the LETR Financial Hardship Policy is the best option in the circumstances.  
· If there is a preferred alternative, then the athlete or their respective representative will be provided the details of a contact liaison to consider an alternative arrangement. 
· The form must be endorsed by a Special Olympics Club Committee representative. 
Assessment and Notification: 
Applications for financial assistance will be assessed individually.  Assessment can take several weeks from the date the application form is received.  Assessment outcome notification will be made formally via email and a courtesy phone call from the LETR secretary email account noted above. 
Availability: 
Whilst there is no timeframe restriction of when hardship can be accessed, the LETR Victoria budget for hardship is set at $2000 total per annum. 
Privacy and Confidentiality: 
All information provided to LETR Victoria will remain confidential between the applicant and the LETR Victoria Executive Committee.  
Grievance: 
If an athlete seeks a review of the assessment outcome they are to contact the President of LETR Victoria via email: katel@torchrun.org.au
The decision made by the President of LETR Victoria is considered final. 


The hardship policy for LETR Victoria is to bridge the gap in the Special Olympics Australia Hardship Policy that solely provides a payment plan option to athletes. The LETR Victoria Financial Hardship Policy provides funds to assist the athlete and these 
funds do not require repayment.  For further information please contact: secretary@torchrun.org.au

























LETR Financial Hardship Application Form:
The contents of this form will remain confidential between the applicant and Law Enforcement Torch Run Executive Committee. This form seeks to obtain a portion of required information; the remainder of which will be sought in person via video conference or phone conversations with the applicant. A support person is welcome to be a part of the application process. 

Name:  _______________________________________    Phone:___________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Sports Club: _____________________________________________________________________
Sports:  __________________________________________________________________________
How many years involved in Special Olympics: ______________________________________
I have sought information and considered the following options for assistance: 
· Special Olympics Australia Hardship Policy         	Y           	N
· Payment Plan via my club 				Y	N			
· LETR Scholarship Program 				Y	N
Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I am seeking assistance with: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cost: ________________________  (Please attach quotes to reflect cost)


Endorsed by Special Olympics Club Committee Member: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Office Use Only: 
Date Received: 
Date Reviewed: 
Reviewee: 
Comments: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Outcome: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email and Phone Call Completed: 					Y		N
Date: 
Financial Assistance Referral Consent Provided: 			Y		N

Comment: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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